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The Tipping Point

“The Tipping Point is that magic moment when
an idea, trend, or social behavior crosses a
threshold, tips, and spreads like wildfire”.

---Malcolm Gladwell. “The
Tipping Point”
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Relevant Themes

Student Advocacy (development of student groups)

Champions:
% Associate Dean of Religious Life, Sue Anne Steffey Morrow
+» Provost, Neil Rudenstine

Long-term, incremental movement: ~30 years

Policy development (e.g. nondiscrimination for sexual orientation) was key for sustainability /
institutionalization

Set Backs: Later 1970's energy slackened; violence / stigma against gay students

Even with success, there is still a long way to go for equality and reduction of stigma for
LGBT students
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