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Magnitude of the Problem

Al 4  TRUEQREALSE;
. 3 ;,,g ol A
i | ~-s / \ ALLsuxcEED
| ‘;.‘. : %=

e

o AR

» 31,655 deaths by suicide in 2002

» 17,638 deaths by homicide in 2002

» 1 person every 17 minutes, 87 per day

« 11% ranking cause of death in U.S.

» 3 |eading cause of death for youth 15-24
* 4:1 male to female




Ranking of Suicide — Select Age Groups
(United States, 2002)
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Heart ;- Diabetes
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Source: National Center for Health Statistics, 2002

Suicide Death Rates
United States, 2000-2002
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per 100,000 Population
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U.S. SUICIDE RATES BY AGE, GENDER, AND RACIAL

GROUP
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Source: National Institute of Mental Health
Data: Centers for Disease Conftrol And Prevention, Mational Center For Health Statistics

The Federal Response to
Suicide Prevention

UN Guidelines for $9 million for $9 million $9 million for
National Strategies crisis line grant for SPRC crisis line grant
Garrett Lee Smith
I The Reno Conference I Memorial Act Grants
SPAN USA PNFC Report on
forms Mental Health
| NSSP I
SG’s Call to Action
to Garrett
S. Res. 84 s Lee
H. Res. 212 Prevent Suicide Smith
Memorial
Act signed
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2006 Legislative Update L4

» Labor, HHS, & Education Conference Report

— Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act funding (state &
campus grants, SPRC)

— Suicide Prevention Lifeline

— Mental health screening demonstrations
» Senate Labor/HHS Appropriations Report

— NSSP & Action Alliance

— Language re: NIH & CDC

The Executive Branch

* New Freedom Commission Report on
Mental Health

* Program Support — NIH, SAMHSA,
CDC, HRSA, IHS, DVA, DOD,
Education, Justice

» President’s budget includes suicide
prevention

« SAMHSA’s Mental Health Action
Agenda

* Research Support
» Evaluation




The Suicide Prevention Community
Must Fly in Formation

Contact Information

Jerry Reed, MSW

Executive Director

Suicide Prevention Action Network
(SPAN USA)

1025 Vermont Avenue, NW, Suite 1066
Washington, DC 20005

(202) 449-3600 (voice)

(202) 449-3601 (fax)
[reed@spanusa.orq
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